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When The Society of Printers of Boston was founded in 1905, its membership in-
cluded some of the leading book designers of the day, among them Bruce Rogers and 
Daniel Berkeley Updike. Its mission was “For the study and advancement of the Art 
of Printing,”  which we learn from the writings of the time, is nearly equivalent to the 
term “graphic design” we use today, thus making the Society of Printers the oldest 
graphic design organization in the country.

The following document includes the text of the address given by William Dana 
Orcutt at the Society’s inaugural meeting. The occasion for which it was reprinted 
was the 1940 celebration of the 500th anniversary of the invention printing, at which 
time the Society’s Council thought it desirable to reaffirm its commitment to the 
goals stated by Orcutt. The purpose of the Society as stated by Orcutt, was: “to force 
a recognition of the possibilities of printing as an art,” and the “self-education” of its 
members through the sharing of their work and of their investigations into the his-
tory of graphic design; to educate the public to appreciate the art of printing through 
exhibits, lectures, and articles; and by influencing the formation of trade-schools. 

The Society of Printers, along with the American Institute of Graphic Arts that 
its members helped create in 1912, brought the profession of graphic design into 
the public consciousness long before the advent of Modernism. Therefore the SP’s 
founding documents are useful sources for anyone interested in the history of 20th-
century graphic design in the U.S.                — Lance Hidy, August 2010






















